
 

H3Africa Steering Committee (SC) Call 11 June 2019 
 

Present: 
Abimiku Affiliated 
Alash’le Abimiku (present) 
Adebamowo Affiliated 
Clement Adebamowo (present) 
Adebiyi Affiliated 
Ezekiel Adebiyi (present) 
Adu & Ojo Affiliated 
Dwomoa Adu (present) 
Akinlolu Ojo 
Amambua-Ngwa  
Alfred Ngwa (present) 
Ameni Affiliated 
Gobeni Ameni 
Aseffa Affiliated 
Abraham Aseffa 
Lemu Golassa 
Ashaye Affiliated 
Adeyinka Ashaye 
De Vries Affiliated 
Jantina De Vries  
Doumbia Affiliated 
Happi Affiliated 
Christian Happi 
Joloba Affiliated 
Moses Joloba 
Kateete Affiliated 
David Kateete 
Lombard Affiliated 
Zane Lombard(present) 
Fiona Baine 
Landoure Affiliated 
Guida Landoure 
Matimba Affiliated 
Alice Matimba 
Matshaba Affiliated 
Mogomotsi Matshaba (AA) 
Graeme Mardon (present) 
Makhosazana Zanele Hlatshwayo 
Sununguko W Mpoloka 

Matovu Affiliated  
Enock Matovu (present) 
Anette McCleod 
Mayne Affiliated  
Elizabeth Mayne (present) 
Moodley Affiliated  
Keymanthri Moodley  
Motala Affiliated 
Ayesha Motala  
Morris Affiliated 
Lyn Morris 
Simone Richardson  
Bronwen Lambson  
Mulder Affiliated 
Nicola Mulder (present) 
Mutesa Affiliated 
Leon Mutesa 
Stefan Jansen 
Nicol Affiliated 
Slee Mbhele 
Mark Nicol 
Ofori-Acquah Affiliated 
Solomon Ofori-Acquah 
Gordon Awandare 
Owolabi Affiliated 
Mayowa Owolabi 
Patterton Affiliated 
Hugh Patterton 
Ramsay Affiliated  
Michele Ramsay (present) 
Sabakaki Affiliated 
Erisa Sabakaki 
Stein Affiliated 
Nastassja Koen (present) 
Dan Stein 
Tadele Affiliated 
Wonkam Affiliated 
Ambroise Wonkam(present) 
Carmen de Kock 

NIH Staff 

Jennifer Troyer (present) 
Barbara Sina (present) 
Gabriel Batzli 
Harry Wedel (present) 
Marie Nierras  
Jeff Struewing (present) 
Lucas Amengo-Etego 
Robin Mason  
Ebony Madden 
Sudha Srinivasan  
Geetha Senthil 
Lora Bingaman 
Rulan Parekh 
Mark Guyer 
Karen Lacourciere 
Megan Hoffmann  
Ken Wiley (present) 
Ebony Madden (present) 
Ndayambaje Robert 
Stacey Chambers (present) 
Charles Rotimi (present) 
Bonnie Joubert (present) 
Kimberly McAllister (present) 
AESA/Wellcome Trust 
Audrey Duncanson (present) 
 Jenniffer Maroa (AA) 
Rosalyn Wamuyu 
Guests: 
 
H3ACC/Skelton Affiliated 
Michelle Skelton (present) 
Rolanda Julius (present) 
Confidence Mothiba (present) 
Francis Agamah (present) 
 
Tara Dutka

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1. 4
. 

1. H3Africa Policies 

H3Africa Affiliate Membership Policy (Mogomotsi Matshaba & Elizabeth Mayne) 

Action Item 

2.  The committee raised concerns as to whether a member joins a working group after 

being accepted by the consortium or the other way around. This is because, some 

working groups would have open membership to ensure compatibility and openness. 

 

Elizabeth Mayne said, making comments on the document was a wrong way to go. 

She continued to say that it would be difficult to define the criteria needed as each 

working group is to bring up their criteria to vet a participant. She continued to say 

that, it would complicate the processes. She said, one of the reasons for affiliate 

membership was to enable people who were not funded in the second round could 

remain connected to the consortium. She proposed that once a participant has been 

accepted by the consortium, the member can join any working group. 

 

However, Jennifer addressed Elizabeth’s issue on commenting the document by 

saying, the documented was intended to be reviewed by three H3A PIs who were not 

involved in drafting. She also emphasized on the fact that once you are an H3A 

member, you remain to be even if you have funding or not.  

 

Audrey seconded Jennifer’s response. She continued by clarifying that some working 

groups might need external support from people with expertise and overlapping 

interest. She proposed that there could be a kind of membership which allows an 

affiliate to be part of a specific working group like what CVD has put together.  

 

Michelle Ramsay made known to the group that, the document was specific to those 

who do not belong to a working group and new people who have no affiliation with 

H3A. She continued to say that, the document was developed such that members in a 

working group become an affiliate to H3A. She continued to say that, potential 

affiliate members can select which working groups they would to join when they are 

completing the forms thus making the application a one step process. 

 

Abimiku seconded the one step process, such that by joining a working group, they 

become part of the consortium. 

 

Concerns were raised by Graeme and Strout about the risks and benefits involved in 

making the affiliation process one step or two steps to the consortium particularly 

when there is no centralized funding from Wellcome Trust and NIH. Michele Ramsay 

and Ezekiel supported the idea that H3A has more to gain (no significant risk) in 

forming the affiliate membership and that, an affiliate to a working group should be 

welcomed as an affiliate of H3A. However, Dwomo raised concern of affiliates first 

joining the consortium before joining the working group, to avoid the scenario where 

the steering committee is surprised by affiliate members in a working group. 

 

The group deliberated on the possibility of an affiliate member to a group not been 

part of the consortium knowing that all working groups fall under the umbrella of the 

consortium.  

A parallel mechanism 

should be put in place to 

notify working groups of 

members wanting to join 

them through affiliating 

with H3A as the selection 

process is being reviewed 

by the steering committed 

or subcommittee. 

 



Question 

Michelle Skelton asked if members who have already joined the CVD group should be 

notified to complete the application process and what if they don’t want to. 

 

Charles responded by saying that it is not feasible because all working groups falls 

under the umbrella of the consortium. Michele Ramsay seconded his response. 

 

 

Michelle Skelton raised the question of what if someone is not involved in a working 

group but rather a collaborator to a project or want to network at  a meeting, does 

the person qualify as H3A affiliate member?  

Michele Ramsay furthered the question by asking the group the possibility of 

someone joining the consortium without being a member of the working group.  

 

A member responded by saying, that could be possible when someone from the 

industry wants to sell something to the consortium. 

 

 

A member asked if there would be an opportunity for the working groups to be 

abreast on applicants wanting to join various working groups. 

 

Michelle Skelton responded by saying that according to the review mechanism, the 

working group is alerted by the coordinating center once the committee has accepted 

usually within 30 days.  

 

 

Audrey asked of the possibility whereby someone wanting to join a working group not 

having some form of interaction with the group? 

Michelle Skelton responded by saying she has had requests by people specifically 

interested in precision medicine.  

Ken also said he has had such requests. 

 

 

A member asked if the working groups can be alerted when applications are received 

or even as the review in ongoing just to get their concerns. 

 

 

Michelle Skelton asked if the group was in agreement of the application being a one 

step process. 

Michele Ramsay agreed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3.  2. Background of H3Africa  

4.  Michelle Skelton summarized the background of H3A, the type of scientist and the 

benefits it presents to the applicant. 

 

 

Question 

Is a member guaranteed of data? 

 

Michelle Skelton asked if data and biospecimen application training should be 

included in the application process. 

 

5.  3. Affiliate Membership Description  

6.  Elizabeth said some of the points were specific and could be made generic to suit all 

working groups. Michele Ramsay proposed that more options should be provided on 

the online application to cater for working group-specific information. Michelle 

Skelton responded by saying that can be done. 

 

On that note, Michelle Skelton asked for volunteers to assist in updating the 

document to a more generic version. Elizabeth, Michele Ramsay and Audrey 

volunteered.  

Al’ashele Abimiku suggested that, the different working group chairs should present 

some key points to the volunteered people to work on.  

Abimiku’s suggestion was agreed to be worked on by Michelle Skelton, Elizabeth and 

the CVD working group. 

 

Question: 

Michele Ramsay asked of the type of membership category of the affiliates. 

 

Audrey said it doesn’t make sense to have the H3A affiliation and the type of working 

group on the same application is not helpful. She continued by saying the participants 

can choose the type of working group later. Michele Ramsay responded by saying the 

document is specific and would be made generic. 

The membership 
document should be 
made generic. 

 
 
Online application form 
should include more 
options and tabs to make 
it generic. 

7.  4. Form  

8.  Question 

How is an applicant going to be scored. 

 

 

 

 

 

9.  5. Requests to Engage H3Africa (Mogomotsi Matshaba & Michelle Skelton)  

10.  Nicky said Afro Roots (AF) is looking forward to collaborating with H3A. AF is focusing 

on predicting people with ancestry in Africa. They want to use H3A data to develop 

African Syner-genetic Genealogy Test (commercial product) by building relationship 

with stake holders and officials. 

 

Members suggested that, 
Afro Roots present to the 
steering committee to 
enable them source more 
information before they 
take any decision. 



Question:  

Michelle Skelton asked of community engagement processes they have in 

place. 

 

Abimiku said that, this does not mean that this is an endorsement for their 

product. 

 

Charles asked what does the H3A think about the issue of ancestry tracing in 

African context. 

What role should African be claimed in terms of ancestry tracing within the 

continent. 

What are the potential socio-cultural issues that might pop up that might put 

the consortium in a different position or risk the consortium.   

 

Charles continued by saying retrieving data from EGA would be a different 

story. 

 

Ken asked if the concerns or questions raised by the members be forwarded the AF so 

they can address accordingly in their presentation?  

Members said that shouldn’t be a problem. 

 

11.  6. H3Africa Chip Update (Nicky Mulder & Audrey Duncanson)  

12.  Nicky update the group on the issues associated with the chip.  

She addressed issues associated with the publication concerning the chip. She said 

one of the universities has raised concerns about H3A usage of the data and the fact 

that they might be making money out from it. There are agitations from previous 

partners regarding the commercialization of the chip. She said the issue is being 

resolved.  

 

Question:  

Michele Ramsay raised the concern about the importance of publishing the array 

paper. She said, other papers that uses such resource awaits such publication before 

they can be published. She asked if there is a way the group can make sure that the 

content and the method of generating the array was done. Nicky responded that, the 

paper is ready, and she is holding on to it prior to assessment. 

 

Concern was raised whether the authors of the paper have approved to be. Nicky 

responded by saying all data providers have been authored except for those which 

the datasets were publicly available. Only Egyptian dataset providers have not 

responded. 

Nicky said response from other authors are yet to be received. 

 

The methods and 

technical details of the 

chip can be made 

available on the h3bionet 

website so it can be 

referenced.  

 

 

All authors of the chip 

paper should 

acknowledge their 

involvement to avoid any 

issue. 

 



 

Members raised the issue that members in the committee who have relationship with 

the data providers can contact them explain to them the need for the publication of 

the paper. 

 

Charles asked if a data provider does not want to be part of the paper. He said it is 

important to get approval from any author or acknowledge peoples. 

 

13.  7. H3Africa Consortium Meetings (Michelle Skelton)  
 Michelle Skelton concluded the meeting by informing the group that the 14th meeting 

registration process would be internal such that the PI’s would be called upon to 

approve their fellows.     

 

14.  8. AOB  
9.  Reminders & Comments 

 

Our next meeting occurs: 9th July, 2019. 
Call details: 

Join the call:  https://www.uberconference.com/michelleskelton 

Time:  8 a.m. EST, 1 p.m. GMT, 2 p.m. WAT, 3 p.m. CAT, and 4 p.m. EAT. 
Optional dial-in number: 303-872-9229 (001 303-872-9229) (local tariffs may be incurred) 

PARTICIPANT PIN:  52601 

International Access Numbers: https://www.uberconference.com/international(reduced fees) 
  

Instructions & Support Links 

• Please join 5-10 minutes before the start time to sort out any connection issues 

• Equipment: A headset with a built-in microphone is recommended as it reduces audio echo 
and feedback or PC speakers, headset, and/or microphone. 

• Internet Browser: Please use updated versions of Chrome/Firefox/Edge, if necessary copy the 
meeting URL  (https://www.uberconference.com/michelleskelton) into the open browser.  

• When connecting via your computer choose the “computer” option (top left corner of the 
screen), test audio to avoid view only mode 

• Attachment: Support Browsers 
Troubleshooting  

• Please take the time to watch the brief instruction video and scroll down for the instructions 
on how to join via your PC & browser https://help.uberconference.com/hc/en-
us/articles/213102623 

• Mic Issues  https://help.uberconference.com/hc/en-us/articles/115001017043-Mic-Issues-on-
Chrome 
 

• N.B. When people are unable to unmute themselves, potentially you may be unmuting on the 
shared screen. If so, Please click back to conferences and unmute yourself. 

 

https://www.uberconference.com/michelleskelton
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/wN43Brfa9zlQfv
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/0XwbB4uX3NZqcN
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/ADWzB7sL3V0eUO
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/ADWzB7sL3V0eUO
https://help.uberconference.com/hc/en-us/articles/115001017043-Mic-Issues-on-Chrome
https://help.uberconference.com/hc/en-us/articles/115001017043-Mic-Issues-on-Chrome

