ENHANCING HEALTH INNOVATION THROUGH SUSTAINABLE AFRICAN DATA
AND BIOSPECIMEN OVERSIGHT: H3AFRICA DBAC TO AFRICAN DBAC

Introduction

The H3Africa Initiative, co-funded by NIH, Wellcome Trust, and the Science for Africa Foundation, has significantly advanced genomics research in
Africa. Although funding has ended, its impact continues through biorepositories, data catalogues, and the oversight of the H3Africa Data and
Biospecimen Access Committee (DBAC). Established in 2017, DBAC ensures responsible, fair, and equitable data governance. Recognizing the
need for sustainable oversight, DBAC is evolving into an African DBAC to support initiatives like PAGRA, African Genomic Centers of Excellence,
AGenDA, and large-scale national genomics projects. This transition will leverage DBAC's expertise in ethical, legal, and scientific governance to
enhance data accessibility and drive innovation across the continent.
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From H3Africa DBAC to African DBAC

The plan to expand the DBAC involves transitioning from the H3Africa DBAC to a broader African DBAC, ensuring continued governance of genomic
data access across the continent, and potentially include numerous other data types from diverse sources. This expanded role will provide expert
oversight for large-scale African genomic initiatives.
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